See overleaf for application form

The North West Legal Support Trust
Invitation for small grant applications

The North West Legal Support Trust aims to deliver available funds in an effective manner to support pro bono legal assistance to those in need. In order to distribute the limited funds to date, the Foundation is currently accepting applications for small grants in the region of £250 to £3,000, although in exceptional cases a grant of up to £5,000 may be considered. 

This grant invitation is being distributed via the Trust’s website and legal and network distribution lists (see http://www.nwlst.org.uk). The objectives of the Trust are to be found on the website and we suggest that familiarise yourself with these before considering an application.
Funding is available to organisations providing, or facilitating provision of, free legal advice or assistance to those in need in North West England. 
Applications for these small grants will not inhibit an organisation applying in future rounds.
Question for Board members whether applications from non-charities acceptable eg industrial & provident societies; members of an umbrella charity (such as Age UK)
Preference will be given to activities that enable the provision of free legal advice to members of the public who would otherwise be disadvantaged, though other types of funding needs may be considered. Examples (for illustration only) include:

· IT or other equipment that increases an organisation’s proven capacity to undertake casework 
· Help with feasibility or research work on a strategic social welfare legal issue covering a wider than local area
· Assistance to match fund other income streams that have been secured for legal advice work 
· Help with staff training or organisational development that increases effectiveness 

​
The application form is available at http://www.nwlst.org.uk. Completed forms must be sent to the address on the form overleaf. The Trust presently meets bi-monthly and considers applications. 
	About the Trust
The North West Legal Support Trust is a grant-making charity formed in 2009 that aims to support charities in the North West of England.

The Trust will make grants to enable the provision of free legal advice to members of the public who would otherwise be disadvantaged, and will also support other charitable work that promotes access to justice.

The Trust will only fund not-for-profit activity, and will not support projects where the Trustees feel that LSC funding is suitable and practical within a reasonable time frame.
The Trust will fund organisations that can show a track record of quality in delivering other funded or income-generating programmes and an ability to be sustainable.
 For more information visit http://www.nwlst.org.uk


THE North West Legal Support Trust
SMALL GRANTS APPLICATION FORM

· Please complete electronically and return to 
Nigel Day, Trustee, NWLST, C/o Hague Lambert Solicitors,  
Artillery House, 15 Byrom Street, Manchester M3 4PF

· Visit http://www.nwlst.org.uk  for further information.

· We want to avoid organisations spending a lot to time on applications that are unlikely to succeed, 

· So that the Trust can give an indication as to whether we are interested in your project we ask for the initial details below.
· Following this initial application if this is successful we will write for further information and may then ask you to expand on your description: for example to include a summary of your current income streams and expiry dates 
· Contact will be by post with your named representative. We may request to correspond also with the Chair or other representative of your governing body.

· Successful applications will be subject to a basic written agreement, including a requirement for reporting. We may request additional information or supporting material.  
How we will use the information below:

· We do not share this information with other organisations without the applicants’ permission
Please do not exceed space provided. 2 pages maximum.
Q1. About your organisation 
Name of your organisation:  
Charity/company number:  
If neither, what is the status?
Address:  

Website if applicable:  
Brief description of organisation, including charitable objectives:  
Q2. Main contact for this application 
Name:  
Position:  
Email address:  
Phone number:  
Q3. Financial accounts
Please provide information from your last annual accounting period - specify dates:  
Or specify other accounting basis:  
Total (gross) income:  £ 
Total expenditure:  £ 
What was the majority spent on (e.g. staffing, rent)?  
Balance including reserves (at end of last accounting period or other accounting basis):  £ 
	Q4. How much are you asking the Trust for?  
	£ 


Q5. How have you arrived at this figure? (e.g. research/ annual invoices/ estimates)

Q6. What would the grant be used for? What service would you provide? (that is, outputs) 
Q7. How would the funding provide, or facilitate provision of, free legal advice or assistance in North West England to those in need? (that is, outcomes) 
Q8. Optional: describe how the grant would lead to organisational developments, if any, or capacity building and at what level 
Q9. Any further information not covered above.

Thank you. This small grants form should only be 2 pages in length. Please do not include further material at this stage.
